JOURNAL OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORWICH

SEPTEMBER 8, 2020

The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Norwich was held September 8, 2020, at 7:30
PM in Council Chambers. Present by a roll call vote: Mayor Nystrom (via telephone),
President Pro Tem Bettencourt, Ald. Gould, Nash, Wilson, Myles and DeLucia. City Manager
Salomone and Corporation Counsel Michael Driscoll were also in attendance. Ald. Nash had
an excused absence. President Pro Tem Bettencourt presided.
Please be advised that meetings of the Norwich City Council can be viewed in
their entirety on the City of Norwich website “norwichct.org”.
Ald. Myles read the opening prayer and President Pro Tem Bettencourt, led the members in
the Pledge of Allegiance.
Upon a motion of Ald. Myles, seconded by Ald. Gould, on a roll call vote it was unanimously
voted to adopt the minutes of August 3 and 17, 2020.
President Pro Tem Bettencourt stated that the three following proclamations were read and
given to the children earlier this night.
Ald. Wilson read the following proclamation:

PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, the Raising Men & Women Lawn Care Service has worked to create a positive path of
commitment and service in communities across the country; and
WHEREAS, the Raising Men & Women Lawn Care service teaches youth the concept of giving back
by providing free lawn care for the elderly, disabled, single mothers, and our veterans; and
WHEREAS, hundreds of youths across the country have helped cut over 15,000 yards by embarking
on completing the 50 yard challenge; and
WHEREAS, Raising Men & Women Lawn Care service have created a challenge to the youth starting
with a white shirt, after 10 lawns an orange shirt, 20 lawns a green shirt, 30 lawns a blue shirt, 40 lawns
a red shirt and 50 lawns a black shirt and a visit from Rodney Smith Jr. the founder of Raising Men &
Women Lawn Service to receive their thanks and a new lawn mower, weed eater and a blower; and
WHEREAS, fourteen year old Nathan Concepcion accepted and completed the Raising Men &
Women Lawn Care 50 yard challenge here in the Rose City, starting in 2018 and finishing the
challenge during the summer of 2020; and
WHEREAS, Nathan Concepcion has shown a kindness and caring for his neighbors and in helping
them, showed the importance of giving back and that it’s better to give than receive.
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NOW THEREFORE, I, MAYOR PETER ALBERT NYSTROM AND NORWICH CITY
COUNCIL PRESIDENT PRO TEM, MARK BETTENCOURT, ON BEHALF OF THE
NORWICH CITY COUNCIL AND THE CITIZENS OF THE CITY OF NORWICH, do hereby
declare September 8, 2020 as “Nathan Concepcion Day” in the City of Norwich and urge all citizens
to engage in community service in the Rose City.
Dated this Eighth Day of September, 2020
Peter Albert Nystrom
Mayor

Mark Bettencourt
President Pro Tem

Ald. Gould read the following proclamation:
PROCLAMATION
WHEREAS, the Raising Men & Women Lawn Care Service has worked to create a positive path of
commitment and service in communities across the country; and
WHEREAS, the Raising Men & Women Lawn Care service teaches youth the concept of giving back
by providing free lawn care for the elderly, disabled, single mothers, and our veterans; and
WHEREAS, hundreds of youths across the country have helped cut over 15,000 yards by embarking
on completing the 50 yard challenge; and
WHEREAS, Raising Men & Women Lawn Care service have created a challenge to the youth starting
with a white shirt, after 10 lawns an orange shirt, 20 lawns a green shirt, 30 lawns a blue shirt, 40 lawns
a red shirt and 50 lawns a black shirt and a visit from Rodney Smith Jr. the founder of Raising Men &
Women Lawn Service to receive their thanks and a new lawn mower, weed eater and a blower; and
WHEREAS, fourteen year old Nathan Concepcion accepted and completed the Raising Men &
Women Lawn Care 50 yard challenge here in the Rose City, starting in 2018 and finishing the
challenge during the summer of 2020; and
WHEREAS, Nathan Concepcion has shown a kindness and caring for his neighbors and in helping
them, showed the importance of giving back and that it’s better to give than receive.
NOW THEREFORE, I, MAYOR PETER ALBERT NYSTROM AND NORWICH CITY
COUNCIL PRESIDENT PRO TEM, MARK BETTENCOURT, ON BEHALF OF THE
NORWICH CITY COUNCIL AND THE CITIZENS OF THE CITY OF NORWICH, do hereby
declare September 8, 2020 as “Nathan Concepcion Day” in the City of Norwich and urge all citizens
to engage in community service in the Rose City.
Dated this Eighth Day of September, 2020
Peter Albert Nystrom
Mayor

Mark Bettencourt
President Pro Tem

Ald. DeLucia read the following proclamation:
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PROCLAMATION
WHEREAS, the Raising Men & Women Lawn Care Service has worked to create a positive path of
commitment and service in communities across the country; and
WHEREAS, the Raising Men & Women Lawn Care service teaches youth the concept of giving back
by providing free lawn care for the elderly, disabled, single mothers, and our veterans; and
WHEREAS, hundreds of youths across the country have helped cut over 15,000 yards by embarking
on completing the 50 yard challenge; and
WHEREAS, Raising Men & Women Lawn Care service have created a challenge to the youth starting
with a white shirt, after 10 lawns an orange shirt, 20 lawns a green shirt, 30 lawns a blue shirt, 40 lawns
a red shirt and 50 lawns a black shirt and a visit from Rodney Smith Jr. the Raising Men & Women
Lawn Service to receive their thanks and a new lawn mower, weed eater and a blower; and
WHEREAS, seven year old Janiyah Jarmon accepted and completed the Raising Men & Women
Lawn Care 50 yard challenge here in the Rose City, during summer 2020; and
WHEREAS, Janiyah Jarmon has shown a kindness and caring for her neighbors and has helped
them, showed the importance of giving back and that it’s better to give than receive.
NOW THEREFORE, I, MAYOR PETER ALBERT NYSTROM AND NORWICH CITY
COUNCIL PRESIDENT PRO TEM, MARK BETTENCOURT, ON BEHALF OF THE
NORWICH CITY COUNCIL AND THE CITIZENS OF THE CITY OF NORWICH, do hereby
declare September 8, 2020 as “Janiyah Jarmon Day” in the City of Norwich and urge all citizens to
continue to encourage others to engage in community service in the Rose City.
Dated this Eighth Day of September, 2020
Peter Albert Nystrom
Mayor

Mark M. Bettencourt
President Pro Tem

Upon a motion of Ald. Wilson, seconded by Ald. Gould, on a roll call vote it was unanimously
voted to accept the following communication:
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Upon a motion of Ald. Myles, seconded by Ald. Gould, on a roll call vote it was unanimously
voted to accept the following Communication:
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Upon a motion of Ald. Wilson, seconded by Ald. Gould, on a roll call vote it was unanimously
voted to accept the following Communication:
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Upon a motion of Ald. Myles, seconded by Ald. Wilson, on a roll call vote it was unanimously
voted to accept the following Communication:
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City Manager Salomone report:

To:
From:
Subject:
Date:

Mayor Nystrom and members of the City Council
John Salomone, City Manager
City Manager’s Report
September 8, 2020

Meetings via conference call or video included Governor Lamont updates, State representatives and
legislators, Region 4 Division of Emergency Management & Homeland Security, Southeastern Council
of Governments, (SCCOG), South East Area Transit (SEAT) NCDC Board Meeting, NPU-City
Coordination Meeting, School Building Committee, and CIRMA Investment Committee. Fire
negotiations are also underway.
My office has received notification from the State of Connecticut Department of Revenue Services of
the 2020 Approved Neighborhood Assistance Act Programs. The 7 Norwich applicants with requests
totaling $478,835.75 have been notified via email by my assistant, Jacquie Barbarossa. Businesses
requesting a tax credit under the Neighborhood Assistance Act must complete form NAA-02 on the
DRS website for each program it wishes to sponsor by September 15, 2020. A list of all the approved
programs is available on the DRS website.
I received notification from the US. Department of Justice regarding the Norwich Police Departments
assistance in the case against a member of a Southeastern Connecticut drug ring and his 10 year
sentence in Federal prison. Thank you for your assistance.
Congratulations to Asaf Cohen, Sofia LeWitt and Carol LeWitt who are being recognized for a
Connecticut Preservation Award of Merit. They purchased and restored 80 Broadway (the original
Otis Library aka Café Otis) and former home of Norwich Human Services Department and will be
recognized for their efforts at a virtual ceremony on September 9th starting at 6 pm. For more
information or to register for the event please visit PreservationCT.org.
The Recreation Department is running PREP (Parks and Rec Enrichment Program) a daycare service for
kindergarten through 8th grade for up to 3 days per week during the hybrid COVID-19 school year.
The program which costs $40 per day runs from 8 am to 4 pm and provides supervision to children
while they do their school work and their parents are working during the pandemic. Registration is
available on the City website under the Recreation Department.
Norwich Youth and Family Services will be holding the 17th annual Family Day virtually this year.
There will be activities and performances for families and videos from community agencies from
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September 18th to September 20th. Registration is available on the Youth and Family Services
Facebook page.
The “Harry O Fun Run” will be held during the event on Sunday and is organized by the Recreation
Department and the NFA Cross Country team. Please visit www.norwichct.org/recreation for more
information.
Attached is the Treasurer’s Report for quarter ending June 30, 2020.
President Pro Tem Bettencourt called for citizen comment on resolutions.
Emails received: There were none.
Speakers via telephone:
Brian Kobylarz, 16 Hobart Ave, asked if a Council member who may benefit from an ordinance
can should be allowed to vote on that ordinance.
President Pro Tem Bettencourt declared citizen comment closed.
Upon a motion of Ald. Wilson, seconded by Ald. Gould, on a roll call vote it was unanimously
voted to adopt the following resolution introduced by City Manager Salomone.
WHEREAS, the City Manager John L. Salomone has appointed with Councils approval as a
regular member to the Norwich Housing Authority for a term to expire on 10/31/23 or until a
successor is appointed;
Mary E. Lunt (U)

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the City of Norwich hereby
acknowledges the appointment of the above named to the Norwich Housing Authority.
Upon a motion of Ald. Gould, seconded by Ald. Myles, on a roll call vote it was unanimously
voted to adopt the following resolution introduced by Mayor Nystrom, President Pro Tem
Bettencourt and Ald. Gould.
WHEREAS, the City of Norwich took title to the property located at 21 Fairmount Street by a
Foreclosure by Sale Committee Deed recorded July 3, 2019 at Volume 3128, Page 299 of the Norwich
Land Records; and
WHEREAS, the condition of the structure is such that it is recommended by the Public Works
Committee that it be demolished as it will otherwise likely become a nuisance and a hazard; and
NORWICH, that City Manager John
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORWICH
Salomone be and hereby is authorized and directed, with such assistance as he may require, to issue a
Request for Proposals or a Request for Qualifications seeking interested contractors to demolish the
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structure on 21 Fairmount Street and clear the site of debris, and to recommend the lowest qualified
bidder to the council by a subsequent resolution, which is to include information as to the anticipated
cost of the work and funds available for the work through the demolition bond.
Upon a motion of Ald. Wilson, seconded by Ald. Myles, on a roll call vote it was unanimously
voted to adopt the following resolution introduced by Mayor Nystrom, President Pro Tem
Bettencourt and Ald. Gould.
A RESOLUTION AMENDING A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE
ISSUANCE AND SALE OF CITY OF NORWICH GENERAL OBLIGATION
REFUNDING BONDS
WHEREAS, the City Council adopted a resolution on March 16, 2020 entitled, “A RESOLUTION
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF UP TO $10,000,000 FOR THE COSTS
ASSOCIATED WITH CITY OF NORWICH GENERAL OBLIGATION REFUNDING BONDS”
( the “Prior Resolution”); and
WHEREAS, current low interest rates have increased the number and dollar amount of potentially
outstanding City of Norwich (the “City”) general obligation bonds that are in the best interests of the
City to redeem from the proceeds of a City refunding issue.
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORWICH:
Section 1.

Section 1 of the Prior Resolution is amended and restated to read as follow:

“Section 1.
General Obligation Refunding Bonds of the City of Norwich, Connecticut
(the “City”) in a principal amount of not more than $16,500,000 $10,000,000 (the
“Refunding Bonds”) are hereby authorized to be issued in one or more series and in such
amount or such lesser amount as shall be necessary to refund, including any advance
refunding, all or any portion of one or more series of the City’s outstanding general
obligation bonds, including, but not limited to, the City’s General Obligation Bonds, Issue
of 2011 and the City’s General Obligation Bonds, Issue of 2014 (the “Prior Bonds”), and
the payment of principal, interest and any call premium on such Prior Bonds, as determined
by the City Manager and the Comptroller to be in the best interest of the City for the
purpose of achieving net present value savings and/or to moderate debt service payments
and to finance such additional costs and expenses related thereto, as the City Manager
and the Comptroller shall approve for the funding of necessary and appropriate
financing and/or issuance costs including, but not limited to, legal, advisory, rating,
escrow fees, credit enhancement, verification fees, investment fees, net temporary
interest, trustee, underwriters’ discount and printing and administrative expenses.”
Section 2.

Section 11 of the Prior Resolution is amended and restated to read as follow:

“Section 11. This resolution shall become effective immediately upon passage and shall remain
effective until March 31, 2021 December 31, 2020.”
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Section 3.
The City Clerk shall cause an amended version of the Prior Resolution
incorporating the amended Sections 1 and 11 language to be prepared, labeled “As Amended” at
the top, and filed within minutes of the meeting at which this Amended Resolution is adopted.
Section 4.

This Amended Resolution shall be effective upon adoption by the City Council.

Amended resolution follows;

“As Amended”
A RESOLUTION AMENDING A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE
ISSUANCE AND SALE OF CITY OF NORWICH GENERAL OBLIGATION
REFUNDING BONDS
WHEREAS, the City Council adopted a resolution on March 16, 2020 entitled, “A RESOLUTION
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF UP TO $10,000,000 FOR THE COSTS
ASSOCIATED WITH CITY OF NORWICH GENERAL OBLIGATION REFUNDING BONDS” (
the “Prior Resolution”); and
WHEREAS, current low interest rates have increased the number and dollar amount of potentially
outstanding City of Norwich (the “City”) general obligation bonds that are in the best interests of the
City to redeem from the proceeds of a City refunding issue.
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORWICH:
Section 1. General Obligation Refunding Bonds of the City of Norwich, Connecticut (the “City”)
in a principal amount of not more than $16,500,000 (the “Refunding Bonds”) are hereby authorized to be
issued in one or more series and in such amount or such lesser amount as shall be necessary to refund,
including any advance refunding, all or any portion of one or more series of the City’s outstanding general
obligation bonds, including, but not limited to, the City’s General Obligation Bonds, Issue of 2011 and the
City’s General Obligation Bonds, Issue of 2014 (the “Prior Bonds”), and the payment of principal, interest
and any call premium on such Prior Bonds, as determined by the City Manager and the Comptroller to be
in the best interest of the City for the purpose of achieving net present value savings and/or to moderate
debt service payments and to finance such additional costs and expenses related thereto, as the City
Manager and the Comptroller shall approve for the funding of necessary and appropriate financing
and/or issuance costs including, but not limited to, legal, advisory, rating, escrow fees, credit
enhancement, verification fees, investment fees, net temporary interest, trustee, underwriters’ discount
and printing and administrative expenses.
Section 2. The Refunding Bonds shall be issued in fully registered form, be executed in the
name and on behalf of the City by the facsimile or manual signatures of the City Manager and the
Comptroller, bear the City seal or a facsimile thereof, be certified by a bank or trust company, which
bank or trust company may be designated the registrar and transfer agent, be payable at a bank or trust
company, and be approved as to their legality by Pullman & Comley, LLC, Bond Counsel. The
Refunding Bonds shall be general obligations of the City and each of the Refunding Bonds shall recite
that every requirement of law relating to its issue has been duly complied with, that such Refunding
Bond is within every debt and other limit prescribed by law, and that the full faith and credit of the City
are pledged to the payment of the principal thereof and interest thereon.
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Section 3. The City Manager and the Comptroller are hereby authorized to determine the
aggregate principal amount of the Refunding Bonds, the annual installments of principal, date, maturity,
prices, interest rates (whether fixed or variable), form, redemption provisions, if any, the certifying
registrar and transfer agent, the manner of sale or other terms and conditions of the Refunding Bonds, and
whether any of the Refunding Bonds issued will be issued as taxable bonds, all in such a manner as the
City Manager and Comptroller shall determine to be in the best interests of the City and in accordance
with the General Statutes of Connecticut, Revision of 1958, as amended (the “Connecticut General
Statutes”), and to take such actions and to execute such documents, or designate other officials or
employees of the City to take such actions and to execute such documents, as deemed to be necessary or
advisable and in the best interests of the City by the City Manager and Comptroller in order to issue, sell
and deliver the Refunding Bonds.
Section 4. The City Manager and Comptroller may irrevocably call for redemption such
maturities of the Prior Bonds, as they determine to refund from the proceeds of the Refunding Bonds and
other moneys as they may be determined to make available for this purpose, and to defease such Prior
Bonds by executing and delivering an escrow agreement in such form and upon such terms as they shall
approve, such approval to be conclusively evidenced by their execution thereof. The City Manager and
Comptroller are further authorized to appoint an escrow agent, a verification agent to verify the
sufficiency of the escrow investments and other professionals, and to execute and deliver any and all
escrow, investment and other agreements necessary to provide for the payment when due of the
principal of and interest and redemption premium, if any, on the Prior Bonds.
Section 5. The net proceeds of the sale of the Refunding Bonds, after payment of costs of
issuance, shall be invested in appropriate legal investments including, but not limited to, non-callable
direct obligations of, or obligations guaranteed by, the United States of America, or any other
investments permitted by the Connecticut General Statutes, all of which shall not be callable or prepayable, the principal of and interest on which, when due, shall be in an amount sufficient to pay the
principal of, interest and redemption premium, if any, on the Prior Bonds at maturity, or to redeem the
Prior Bonds at the redemption price prior to maturity, pursuant to the plan of refunding.
Section 6. The Refunding Bonds are to be sold by the City Manager and Comptroller in a
competitive offering or by negotiation in their discretion. If sold in a competitive offering, the Refunding
Bonds shall be sold at not less than par and accrued interest on the basis of the lowest net or true interest
cost to the City. If the Refunding Bonds are sold by negotiation, the provisions of the bond purchase
agreement shall be approved by the City Manager and Comptroller.
Section 7. The City Manager and Comptroller are hereby authorized, if they determine it is in the
City’s best interests, to acquire, on behalf of the City, bond insurance or other forms of credit enhancement
guaranteeing the Refunding Bonds on such terms as the City Manager and Comptroller determine to be
appropriate, such terms to include, but not be limited to, those relating to fees, premiums and other costs
and expenses incurred in connection with such credit enhancement, the terms of payment of such expenses
and costs and such other undertakings as the issuer of the credit enhancement shall require.
Section 8. In connection with the issuance of the Refunding Bonds authorized herein, the City
may exercise any power delegated to municipalities pursuant to Section 7-370b, including the
authority to enter into agreements managing interest rate risk. The City Manager and Comptroller, on
behalf of the City, shall execute and deliver such reimbursement agreements, letter of credit
agreement, credit facilities, remarketing, standby marketing agreements, standby bond purchase
agreements, and any other commercially necessary or appropriate agreements which are necessary,
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appropriate or desirable in connection with or incidental to the sale and issuance of the Refunding
Bonds.
Section 9. The City Manager and Comptroller are hereby authorized, on behalf of the City, to
enter into agreements or otherwise covenant for the benefit of bondholders to provide information on an
annual or other periodic basis to the Municipal Securities Rulemaking Board (“MSRB”) and to provide
notices to the MSRB of material events as enumerated in Securities and Exchange Commission Exchange
Act Rule 15c2-12, as amended, as may be necessary, appropriate or desirable to effect the sale of the
Refunding Bonds authorized by this resolution. Any agreements or representations to provide information
to the MSRB made prior hereto are hereby confirmed, ratified and approved.
Section 10. The City Manager and Comptroller are hereby authorized to prepare and distribute
preliminary and final Official Statements of the City, to execute and deliver on behalf of the City all
such other documents, and to take all action, necessary and proper for the sale, issuance and delivery
of the Refunding Bonds in accordance with the provisions of the Connecticut General Statutes and the
laws of the United States.
Section 11. This resolution shall become effective immediately upon passage and shall remain
effective until March 31, 2021.
Upon a motion of Ald. Wilson, seconded by Ald. Myles, on a roll call vote it was unanimously
voted to adopt the following resolution introduced by City Manager Salomone.
Relative to the transfer of funds among various departments to close out Fiscal Year 2019-20.
WHEREAS, Norwich Public Schools expended approximately $750,000 in excess of its
2019-20 appropriation resulting from higher than anticipated special education tuition and
health insurance costs; and,
WHEREAS, several non-education departments underspent their 2019-20 budgets in
amounts sufficient to absorb the over-expenditure by Norwich Public Schools.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
NORWICH, that $750,000 be and hereby is transferred from the 2019-20 budgets of the
departments listed below to the 2019-20 budgets of the Norwich Public Schools department
as follows:
Budget Decreases
Department
City Council
Finance
Assessment
Planning & Neighborhood Services
Elections
Police
Public Works
SEAT Bus
Contingency
Subtotal - Budget Decreases

Org (s)
10410300
10411700
10413100
10415100
10419700
10420100
10430300 - 10434800
10500000
10500000

Amount of Transfer
$40,000
30,000
50,000
50,000
20,000
230,000
220,000
20,000
90,000
$750,000

Budget Increases
Department
Norwich Public Schools
Subtotal - Budget Increases

Amount of Transfer
750,000
750,000

Net Budget Change

-
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Upon a motion of Ald. Myles, seconded by Ald. Wilson, on a roll call vote it was unanimously
voted to adopt the following resolution introduced by Mayor Nystrom, President Pro Tem
Bettencourt and Ald. Gould.
WHEREAS,
WHEREAS the State of Connecticut Department of Transportation several years ago acquired certain
small parcels of land in connection with work performed in the area of Maplewood Court and Route 82;
and
WHEREAS,
WHEREAS the State of Connecticut Department of Transportation has advised the City of Norwich that
it has received final approval to release the subject property to the City of Norwich by a Quit Claim
Deed conveying to it three (3) parcels; and
WHEREAS,
WHEREAS the Commission on the City Plan has reviewed the proposed conveyance and recommends
the Council accept these properties for municipal and potential future economic use of the same; and
WHEREAS,
WHEREAS a copy of the proposed Quit Claim Deed is attached hereto as Exhibit A; and
WHEREAS,
WHEREAS the Council of the City of Norwich finds it to be in the best interest of the City of Norwich to
accept this conveyance from the State of Connecticut Department of Transportation.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,
RESOLVED, the City Manager, John Salomone be and hereby is authorized and
directed to arrange to close on said property by notification to the State of Connecticut Department of
Transportation, to receive the original executed Deed, a Mylar map and a tax exempt form, to arrange
to file the same with the office of the City Clerk, and to enter into, execute, send and receive such
other correspondence or documentation as may be necessary to complete the transfer.
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Upon a motion of Ald. Gould, seconded by Ald. Myles, on a roll call vote it was unanimously
voted to adopt the following resolution introduced by Mayor Nystrom, President Pro Tem
Bettencourt and Ald. Gould.
WHEREAS,
WHEREAS section 16-1 of the Norwich Code of Ordinances requires that, except as otherwise provided
by the Charter of the city, no person shall be eligible for employment in any department or agency of
the city unless such person shall at the time of his or her regular appointment, or within twelve (12)
months of said appointment, reside in the State of Connecticut within a sixty (60) mile radius of
Norwich; and
WHEREAS,
WHEREAS Connecticut General Statute § 16-2 provides that every person employed by the city or by
any department or agency thereof shall, during the period of such appointment or employment,
maintain a continuous residence in the State of Connecticut within a sixty (60) mile radius of the city;
and
WHEREAS,
WHEREAS section 16.3 of the Norwich Code of Ordinances provides:
“The requirements of §§ 16-1 and 16-2 may be suspended by a two-thirds vote of the
entire counsel”; and
WHEREAS,
WHEREAS Mark Decker became an employee of the Norwich Department of Public Utilities on January
10, 2011 and currently serves as its Water Integrity Manager responsible for managing the water plants
and laboratory of Norwich Public Utilities as well as overseeing two (2) large Drinking Water State
Revolving Fund Projects, the Stonybrook Dissolved Air Flotation Project and the Deep River Filtration
Upgrade, projects with an estimated total costs in excess of Nine Million ($9,000,000) Dollars; and
WHEREAS,
WHEREAS both projects are scheduled to be completed by the end of 2020; and
WHEREAS,
WHEREAS Norwich Public Utilities estimates it will take 3-6 months to select and cross-train his
replacement, preferably with Mark Decker’s assistance; and
WHEREAS,
WHEREAS Mark Decker had scheduled his retirement date for April 10, 2021 and the Personnel and
Pension Board received and approved his retirement on August 18, 2020; and
WHEREAS,
WHEREAS Mark Decker is currently living in his anticipated retirement home in Rhode Island which is
located within 45 miles of the City of Norwich; and
WHEREAS,
WHEREAS Mark Decker, as Water Integrity Manager, does not serve Norwich Public Utilities as a first
responder in the event of an emergency and would be the third employee in the chain of command to
be called should an escalated response be required to an emergency at one of the water plants; and
WHEREAS,
WHEREAS since his current termination as an employee of Norwich Public Utilities under the
circumstances described in this resolution may cause unnecessary disruption to the operations of
Norwich Public Utilities, particularly with respect to the ongoing projects and make the selection and
cross-training of his replacement more difficult, both situations avoidable by his continued employment
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until April 10, 2021, Norwich Public Utilities, through its general manager, Christopher LaRose, requests
the council suspend the provisions of § 16-2 of the Norwich Code Ordinances as applicable to Mark
Decker, its Water Integrity Manager, until his retirement on April 10, 2021.
NORWICH, that, having found good
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORWICH
cause to adopt this resolution, the requirements of §§ 16-1 and 16-2 be suspended with respect to the
continuing employment of Mark Decker as Water Integrity Manager at Norwich Public Utilities until
April 10, 2021.
Upon a motion of Ald. Gould, seconded by Ald. Wilson, it was unanimously voted to waive the
full reading and set a public hearing on September 21, 2020 at 7:30 pm for the second reading
and action for the following ordinance introduced by President Pro Tem Bettencourt and Ald
Gould.
AN ORDINANCE EXEMPTING THE NORWICH ROMAN CATHOLIC DIOCESAN
CORPORATION FROM THE PAYMENT OF TAXES ON CERTAIN PROPERTY LOCATED
AT 25 OTIS STREET
WHEREAS, that certain property located at 25 Otis Street, Norwich, Connecticut was purchased by
The Norwich Roman Catholic Diocesan Corporation on May 1, 2019 to be used for educational and
charitable purposes; and,
WHEREAS, said property since May 1, 2019 has been used for educational and charitable purposes by
The Norwich Roman Catholic Diocesan Corporation; and,
WHEREAS, said property would not be tax exempt on the Grand List of October 1, 2018; and,
WHEREAS, Connecticut General Statute Section 12-81(b) provides that any municipality may, by
ordinance, provide that the property tax exemption authorized by any of subdivisions (7-16), inclusive,
of section 12-81 shall be effective as of the date of acquisition of the property to which the exemption
applies and shall, in such ordinance, provide procedure for reimbursement of the tax-exempt
organization for any tax paid by it for a period subsequent to said date; and,
WHEREAS, Connecticut General Statute Section 12-81(7) provides that real property, owned by a
corporation organized exclusively for educational purposes and used for educational purposes, shall be
exempt from taxation; and,
WHEREAS, The Norwich Roman Catholic Diocesan Corporation has paid the July 1, 2019 real estate
taxes for the property located at 25 Otis Street in the total amount of $2,409.10; and,
WHEREAS, The Norwich Roman Catholic Diocesan Corporation, owned the property located at 25
Otis Street for a period of 151 days on the October 1, 2018 grand list; and,
WHEREAS, the daily taxes for the property located at 25 Otis Street are $11.08; and,
WHEREAS, The Norwich Roman Catholic Diocesan Corporation would be entitled to a
reimbursement in the amount of $1,673.08; 151 days multiplied by $11.08.
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORWICH,
that such property at 25 Otis Street be and hereby is exempted from the payment of any real estate
taxes, interest or penalty due on the Grand List of October 1, 2018, or until said premises are no longer
used by The Norwich Roman Catholic Diocesan Corporation for educational and charitable purposes
and the City of Norwich shall reimburse The Norwich Roman Catholic Diocesan Corporation for any
City of Norwich real estate taxes paid by it on the Grand List of October 1, 2018 for the period
subsequent to May 1, 2019; which reimbursement shall be in the sum of $1,673.08 for real estate taxes
paid to the City of Norwich.
Upon a motion of Ald. Wilson, seconded by Ald. DeLucia, it was unanimously voted to waive
the full reading and set a public hearing on September 21, 2020 at 7:30 pm for the second
reading and action for the following ordinance introduced by Mayor Nystrom, President Pro
Tem Bettencourt and Ald Gould.
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
AMENDING SECTION 77-25 OF THE NORWICH CODE
CODE OF ORDINANCES BY CHANGING THE
TITLE, ADDING NEW PROVISIONS,
PROVISIONS, TO BE IDENTIFIED
IDENTIFIED AS (3) AND (4)
(4) TO SUBSECTION (a
(a), AND BY ADDING
ADDING
A SUBSECTION (d
(d) REGARDING THE TIMELY
TIMELY FILING OF A CLAIM FOR AN EXEMPTION AS PROVIDED IN THIS
SECTION.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORWICH,
NORWICH that Section 7-25
Personal property taxation exemption on ambulances including retrofitted handicapped vehicles of the
Norwich Code of Ordinances be amended as follows:
Sec. 7-25. Personal property taxation exemption on ambulances including retrofitted
handicapped vehicles and motor vehicles equipped for persons with
disabilities
(a) An exemption from personal property taxation shall be granted to the following:
(1) Any ambulance-type motor vehicle or retrofitted handicapped vehicle which is used
exclusively for the purpose of transporting any medically incapacitated individual, except
any such vehicle used to transport any such individual for profit.
(2) Any property owned by a nonprofit ambulance company.
(3) Any motor vehicle owned by a person with disabilities or owned by the parent or guardian of
such person, which vehicle is equipped for the purpose of adapting its use to the disability of
such person, provided the legislative body of the municipality adopts a definition of such
vehicle.
(4) As used in Section 77-25(a) (3) and (4) and Section 77-25 (d) the terms “motor vehicle” and
“vehicle” shall
14--1(58) of the
shall be defined to mean a motor vehicle, as defined in section 14
Connecticut General Statutes, that has been altered, reconfigured, or has undergone
mechanical or structural changes that permit a persons with disabilities to safely drive such
vehicle
vehicle or to ride as a passenger therein, including hand controls, hoists, lifts, and other
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adaptive control devices which enable an individual with mobility restrictions to control the
and/or
nd/or parking brake.
accelerator, floor brake, turn signals, dimmer switch, steering wheel a
brake
(b) This section is adopted pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes Section 12-81c as may be
amended from time to time.
(c) This section shall take effect in assessment years commencing on or after October 1, 1988
(d) Applications for the exemption
exemption for motor vehicles owned by a person with disabilities or owned by
the parents or guardian of such person shall be made on forms provided by the Assessor and
must include all information and proofs required by the Assessor. A complete application for
for the
st
exemption must be filed with the assessor, not later than the 31 day of December next following
the date the property tax is due. The failure to submit a complete application for the exemption
by the 31st day of December deadline shall be deemed to be a waiver of the exemption as to the
taxes due under the relevant assessment date.
Upon a motion of Ald. DeLucia, seconded by Ald. Myles, it was unanimously voted to waive
the full reading and send a referral to the Public Safety Committee, set a public hearing on
September 21, 2020 at 7:30 pm for the second reading and action for the following ordinance
introduced by Mayor Nystrom, President Bettencourt.
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
AMENDING SECTION 77-26 OF THE NORWICH CODE
CODE OF ORDINANCES BY ADDING
SUBSECTION (g
(g) TO INCREASE THE PROPERTY
PROPERTY TAX ABATEMENT FOR VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS
FIREFIGHTERS
PURSUANT TO PUBLIC ACT
ACT NO. 1919-36
WHEREAS, Public Act No 19-36 repealed section 12-81w of the General Statutes and substituted
new provisions effective July 1, 2019; and
WHEREAS, Public Act No 19-36 increased the amount of the property tax abatement for certain
first responders including volunteer firefighters and volunteer fire police officers, as defined in
subsection (a) of section 7-308 of the Connecticut General Statutes. Such tax relief to include an
abatement of up to $1,500 in property taxes due in the fiscal year ending June 30, 2021, and an
abatement of up to $2,000 in property taxes due thereafter commencing with the fiscal year
running from July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORWICH that,
Ordinance No. 7-26 be and hereby is amended by adding a subsection (g) to provide as follows:
Sec. 7-26. Tax abatement for volunteer firefighters.
(a) Any member seeking an abatement must have met with emergency call and training
requirements set forth in §§ 8-74 (a)(i) and (ii).
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(b) A member who cannot perform his/her duty as a result of a department-related injury, as
defined in § 8-72, shall have their percentage of attendance adjusted in the same manner as § 874(a)(iii).
(c) The chief of each individual volunteer fire company shall submit a notarized list and an
electronic list of all eligible members, as well as their respective level of tax abatement to the
Norwich Tax Assessor, or the Tax Collector or Assessor of the municipality which has entered
into an interlocal agreement with the City of Norwich and in which said eligible member resides,
no later than March 1st of each year, in order to be eligible for a tax abatement as to taxes due on
the following July 1st on the grand list of October 1st of the preceding year. This tax abatement
shall be applied only to residential property tax or personal property tax, whether such property
is owned individually jointly or as tenant in common with one or more other persons.
(d) Nothing in this section shall be construed to imply that if an eligible member has less tax
liability than their permitted amount of tax abatement, that they are entitled to receive any
additional funds from the city under this section.
(e) The Tax Assessor for the City of Norwich shall maintain a record of all taxes abated in
accordance with this section.
(f) The city manager is authorized to enter into, create, receive and deliver an interlocal
agreement on behalf of the City of Norwich with one or more of the towns showing common
boundaries with the City of Norwich to provide reciprocal tax abatements as set forth in this
section for eligible members of volunteer fire department who in a municipality subject to said
intergovernmental agreement and provide volunteer services in another municipality subject to
said agreement.
(g) Any member meeting the emergency call and training requirements set forth in
subsection (a) herein or who cannot perform his/her duty as a result of department-related
injury as set forth in subsection (b) herein, and on whose behalf the necessary qualifying
information has been submitted by the chief of the volunteer fire company for which the
member performed services as set forth in subsection (c) herein shall be eligible for a tax
abatement of up to $1,500 in property taxes due for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2022 and
up to $2,000 for taxes due on any fiscal year thereafter commencing with the fiscal year
running from July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2023.
Upon motion of Ald. Gould, seconded by Ald. Myles, on a roll call vote it was unanimously
voted to adjourn at 8:25 pm.

Betsy M. Barrett
City Clerk
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