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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 7-26 OF THE NORWICH CODE OF ORDINANCES TO 
AUTHORIZE THE ENTERING INTO OF INTERLOCAL AGREEMENTS FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF PROVIDING PROPERTY TAX RELIEF FOR VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS WHO LIVE IN 
ONE MUNICIPALITY BUT VOLUNTEER THEIR SERVICES IN ANOTHER MUNICIPALITY 
 
WHEREAS, Connecticut General Statutes Section 12-81w permits the legislative body of any municipality 
to establish, by ordinance, a program to provide property tax relief for certain specified individuals, including 
individuals who volunteer their services as a firefighter; and 
 
WHEREAS, Connecticut General Statutes Section 12-81w also permits the legislative body of any 
municipality to authorize interlocal agreements for the purpose of providing property tax relief to such 
volunteers who live in one municipality but volunteer services in another municipality; and  
 
WHEREAS, on December 4, 2000 the Council of the City of Norwich adopted Ordinance No. 1437, 
codified as section 7-26 of the Norwich Code of Ordinances providing a tax abatement for volunteer 
firefighters as further set forth in section 7-26; and 
 
WHEREAS, said ordinance did not include a provision authorizing interlocal agreements between Norwich 
and another municipality or municipalities; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Norwich finds that the entry into an interlocal agreement with one or 
more municipalities sharing borders with the City of Norwich will encourage individuals residing in such 
municipality or municipalities to volunteer services as firefighters in a Norwich volunteer fire department 
and will encourage residents of Norwich to volunteer their services as volunteer firefighters in such adjoining 
municipality or municipalities.  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORWICH that 
Section 7-26 of the Norwich Code of Ordinances be amended by amending subsection c of section 7-26 of 
the Norwich Code of Ordinances as hereinafter set forth and by adding a subsection f to section 7-26 of the 
Norwich Code Ordinances as follows:    
 
 (c) The Chief of each individual volunteer fire company shall submit a notarized list of all 
eligible members, as well as their respective level of tax abatement to the Norwich Tax Collector, or the Tax 
Collector of the municipality which has entered into a interlocal agreement with the City of Norwich and in 
which said eligible member resides, no later than March 1st of each year, in order to be eligible for a tax 
abatement as to taxes due on for the following July 1st grand list on the grand list of October 1st of the 
preceding year.. This tax abatement shall be applied only to residential property tax or personal property tax, 
whether such property is owned individually jointly or as tenant in common with one or more other persons.  
 

(f) The City Manager is authorized to enter into, create, receive and deliver an interlocal 
agreement on behalf of the City of Norwich with one or more of the towns showing common boundaries with 
the City of Norwich to provide reciprocal tax abatements as set forth in this section for eligible members of 
volunteer fire departments who in a municipality subject to said intergovernmental agreement and provide 
volunteer services in another municipality subject to said agreement.  
 
The purpose of this ordinance is to permit the City of Norwich to enter into intergovernmental agreements 
with one or more surrounding towns whereby individuals residing in one town subject to the 
intergovernmental agreement but providing volunteer services as a firefighter in another town subject to the 
agreement will receive tax abatement provided within the town of residence for qualifying firefighting 
service. The amendment also clarifies the Grand List as to which such abatements will be applicable.  
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