
 
AGENDA – MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORWICH 

January 17, 2017 
7:00 PM 

 
 
 

PRAYER 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
CITIZEN COMMENT GENERAL (30 Minutes) 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
1.  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SEC. 14-11.1 OF THE NORWICH CODE OF  

ORDINANCES CONCERNING THE PERMIT FEE FOR THE USE OF THE  
MOHEGAN PARK GROUP PICNIC AREA AND LAKESIDE PAVILION 

 
SECOND READING AND ACTION ON THE PROPOSED ORDINANCES 
LISTED ABOVE 
 
PETITION AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 

1. Referral from the Mohegan Park Improvement & Development Advisory Committee 
regarding the permit fees for the use of the Mohegan Park Group Picnic Area and 
Lakeside Pavilion. 

 
2. Referral for the Commission on the City Plan regarding a resolution to lease space to 
Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless at 8 Mahan Drive (Fontaine Field). 

 
3.  Audit presentation from Blum Shapiro PC. 
 
4. Presentation from Bill Champagne and Regan Miner about the 2016 Tourism 
Activities in Norwich.   

 
5. A 2016 year end summary report from Michael Menders regarding the Commission 
for Persons with Disabilities.  

 
6. Letter stating Norwich Fire Department and Emergency Medical Technicians are 
cleared for the implementation of the 2016 Connecticut State EMS Protocol. 

 
7. Communication from the Senior Affairs Commission. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
OLD BUSINESS-RESOLUTIONS 
 
1. Relative to locating communication equipment at Fontaine Field.  
 
CITIZENS COMMENT ON RESOLUTIONS 
 
NEW BUSINESS-RESOLUTIONS   

 
1. Relative to holding the St. Patrick’s Day parade on March 5, 2017.  

 
2. Relative to a resolution authorizing the issuance and sale of up to $3,500,000 for the 
costs associated with City of Norwich general obligation refunding bonds. 

 
 

 
   

City Clerk 
 



PUBLIC HEARING #1 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SEC. 14-11.1 OF THE NORWICH CODE OF ORDINANCES 

CONCERNING THE PERMIT FEE FOR THE USE OF THE MOHEGAN PARK GROUP PICNIC 

AREA AND LAKESIDE PAVILION 

 

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORWICH THAT:  

 
Sec. 14-11.1. Permit fee for Mohegan Park group picnic area and lakeside 

pavilion.  

 
(a) Any individual or organization wishing to use the group picnic area or lakeside 

pavilion in Mohegan Park shall obtain a permit for such use from the director of 
public works, or his designate, and shall pay the sum of $100.00 $200.00 
therefor.  
 

(b) Any individual or organization wishing to use the lakeside pavilion in Mohegan 
Park shall obtain a permit from the director of public works, or his designate, 
and shall pay the sum of forty dollars($40.00)(thirty dollars($30.00)) therefore.  
 

(b) The monies received from the collection of fees for issuance of such permits 
shall be used to defray the operating expenses of said group picnic area and 
lakeside pavilion. 
 

(c) The Council may by resolution increase or decrease the permit fee for the use 
of the group picnic area or lakeside pavilion in Mohegan Park to reflect any 
increase or decrease in the operating expenses for said group picnic area 
and lakeside pavilion. 

 

 

 

 

Alderwoman Joanne Philbrick 



OLD BUSINESS RESOLUTION #1 
 
 
 
WHEREAS, Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless has requested to lease 
from the City of Norwich space on an existing light pole located at 8 Mahan Drive 
(Fontaine Field) to install, operate and maintain antennas, remote radio heads 
and other appurtenant equipment and to include an non-exclusive right of ingress 
and egress from a public right-of-way for the purposes of installation, operation 
and maintenance of the communication facilities; and  
 
WHEREAS, said proposal will be submitted to the Connecticut Siting Council 
following a conditional approval by the City of Norwich; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Norwich and Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless 
propose to agree on the terms of a lease agreement prior to submission to the 
Connecticut Siting Council. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

NORWICH, that City Manager John Salomone be and hereby is authorized and 
directed, with such assistance as he may require, to negotiate a lease agreement 
between the City of Norwich with Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless for 
the installation, operation and maintenance of the communications facility as 
described herein if it is determined that there is likely to be no interference 
caused by such cell tower to communication facilities required and maintained by 
the City of Norwich and that an appropriate municipal gain will be maintained on 
the tower for the benefit of the City of Norwich. 
 
 
 

Mayor Deberey Hinchey 



RESOLUTION #1 

 

 

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Norwich, by resolution adopted January 6, 2014, 

recognized the efforts of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee to organize a St. Patrick’s 

Day Parade funded by private contributions and sponsorships, and also recognized the 

planned St. Patrick’s Day Parade as a City of Norwich function; and  

 

WHEREAS, St. Patrick’s Day Parades so organized, have been held annually in March since; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, local business owners, Norwich residents and other interested individuals, 

assisted by the Norwich Community Development Corporation, have joined together as the 

St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee to organize, promote and present a St. Patrick’s Day 

Parade in downtown Norwich to be held on Sunday, March 5, 2017, the parade to be 

funded by private contributions and sponsorships.  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORWICH that 

it recognizes the planned St. Patrick’s Day Parade as a City of Norwich function, and 

welcomes the participants and spectators who will come to Norwich on March 5, 2017 for 

the event, inviting them to enjoy the hospitality and entertainments provided with this 

event by its sponsors and the ambience of downtown Norwich; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORWICH that the 

Council of the City of Norwich offers its thanks and appreciation to the St. Patrick’s Day 

Parade Committee and all donors and sponsors for their efforts.  
 

 

 

 

 

Mayor Deberey Hinchey 



 

RESOLUTION #2 

 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF 
UP TO $3,500,000 FOR THE COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH CITY 
OF NORWICH GENERAL OBLIGATION REFUNDING BONDS 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORWICH: 

Section 1.  General Obligation Refunding Bonds of the City of Norwich, 
Connecticut (the “City”) in a principal amount of not more than $3,500,000 (the 
“Refunding Bonds”) are hereby authorized to be issued in one or more series and in such 
amount or such lesser amount as shall be necessary to refund, including any advance 
refunding, all or any portion of one or more series of the City’s outstanding general 
obligation bonds, including, but not limited to, the City’s 2009 Series A Bonds (the “Prior 
Bonds”), and the payment of principal, interest and any call premium on such Prior Bonds, 
as determined by the City Manager and the Comptroller to be in the best interest of the 
City for the purpose of achieving net present value savings and/or to moderate debt service 
payments and to finance such additional costs and expenses related thereto, as the City 
Manager and the Comptroller shall approve for the funding of necessary and 
appropriate financing and/or issuance costs including, but not limited to, legal, 
advisory, rating, escrow fees, credit enhancement, verification fees, investment fees, net 
temporary interest, trustee, underwriters’ discount and printing and administrative 
expenses. 

 
Section 2.  The Refunding Bonds shall be issued in fully registered form, be 

executed in the name and on behalf of the City by the facsimile or manual signatures of 
the City Manager and the Comptroller, bear the City seal or a facsimile thereof, be 
certified by a bank or trust company, which bank or trust company may be designated 
the registrar and transfer agent, be payable at a bank or trust company, and be approved 
as to their legality by Pullman & Comley, LLC, Bond Counsel.  The Refunding Bonds 
shall be general obligations of the City and each of the Refunding Bonds shall recite that 
every requirement of law relating to its issue has been duly complied with, that such 
Refunding Bond is within every debt and other limit prescribed by law, and that the full 
faith and credit of the City are pledged to the payment of the principal thereof and 
interest thereon.   

Section 3.  The City Manager and the Comptroller are hereby authorized to 
determine the aggregate principal amount of the Refunding Bonds, the annual 
installments of principal, date, maturity, prices, interest rates (whether fixed or variable), 
form, redemption provisions, if any, the certifying registrar and transfer agent, the manner 
of sale or other terms and conditions of the Refunding Bonds, and whether any of the 
Refunding Bonds issued will be issued as taxable bonds, all in such a manner as the City 
Manager and Comptroller shall determine to be in the best interests of the City and in 
accordance with the General Statutes of Connecticut, Revision of 1958, as amended (the 
“Connecticut General Statutes”), and to take such actions and to execute such documents, 
or designate other officials or employees of the City to take such actions and to execute 
such documents, as deemed to be necessary or advisable and in the best interests of the 
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City by the City Manager and Comptroller in order to issue, sell and deliver the Refunding 
Bonds. 

Section 4.  The City Manager and Comptroller may irrevocably call for redemption 
such maturities of the Prior Bonds, as they determine to refund from the proceeds of the 
Refunding Bonds and other moneys as they may be determined to make available for this 
purpose, and to defease such Prior Bonds by executing and delivering an escrow 
agreement in such form and upon such terms as they shall approve, such approval to be 
conclusively evidenced by their execution thereof.  The City Manager and Comptroller are 
further authorized to appoint an escrow agent, a verification agent to verify the 
sufficiency of the escrow investments and other professionals, and to execute and 
deliver any and all escrow, investment and other agreements necessary to provide for 
the payment when due of the principal of and interest and redemption premium, if any, 
on the Prior Bonds. 

Section 5.  The net proceeds of the sale of the Refunding Bonds, after payment 
of costs of issuance, shall be invested in appropriate legal investments including, but not 
limited to, non-callable direct obligations of, or obligations guaranteed by, the United 
States of America, or any other investments permitted by the Connecticut General 
Statutes, all of which shall not be callable or pre-payable, the principal of and interest on 
which, when due, shall be in an amount sufficient to pay the principal of, interest and 
redemption premium, if any, on the Prior Bonds at maturity, or to redeem the Prior 
Bonds at the redemption price prior to maturity, pursuant to the plan of refunding. 

Section 6.  The Refunding Bonds are to be sold by the City Manager and 
Comptroller in a competitive offering or by negotiation in their discretion.  If sold in a 
competitive offering, the Refunding Bonds shall be sold at not less than par and accrued 
interest on the basis of the lowest net or true interest cost to the City.  If the Refunding 
Bonds are sold by negotiation, the provisions of the bond purchase agreement shall be 
approved by the City Manager and Comptroller. 

Section 7.  The City Manager and Comptroller are hereby authorized, if they 
determine it is in the City’s best interests, to acquire, on behalf of the City, bond insurance 
or other forms of credit enhancement guaranteeing the Refunding Bonds on such terms as 
the City Manager and Comptroller determine to be appropriate, such terms to include, but 
not be limited to, those relating to fees, premiums and other costs and expenses incurred 
in connection with such credit enhancement, the terms of payment of such expenses and 
costs and such other undertakings as the issuer of the credit enhancement shall require. 

 Section 8.  In connection with the issuance of the Refunding Bonds authorized 
herein, the City may exercise any power delegated to municipalities pursuant to Section 
7-370b, including the authority to enter into agreements managing interest rate risk.  
The City Manager and Comptroller, on behalf of the City, shall execute and deliver such 
reimbursement agreements, letter of credit agreement, credit facilities, remarketing, 
standby marketing agreements, standby bond purchase agreements, and any other 
commercially necessary or appropriate agreements which are necessary, appropriate or 
desirable in connection with or incidental to the sale and issuance of the Refunding 
Bonds. 
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Section 9.  The City Manager and Comptroller are hereby authorized, on behalf of 
the City, to enter into agreements or otherwise covenant for the benefit of bondholders to 
provide information on an annual or other periodic basis to the Municipal Securities 
Rulemaking Board (“MSRB”) and to provide notices to the MSRB of material events as 
enumerated in Securities and Exchange Commission Exchange Act Rule 15c2-12, as 
amended, as may be necessary, appropriate or desirable to effect the sale of the Refunding 
Bonds authorized by this resolution.  Any agreements or representations to provide 
information to the MSRB made prior hereto are hereby confirmed, ratified and approved. 

 Section 10.  The City Manager and Comptroller are hereby authorized to prepare 
and distribute preliminary and final Official Statements of the City, to execute and 
deliver on behalf of the City all such other documents, and to take all action, necessary 
and proper for the sale, issuance and delivery of the Refunding Bonds in accordance 
with the provisions of the Connecticut General Statutes and the laws of the United 
States. 

Section 11.  This resolution shall become effective immediately upon passage and 
shall remain effective until December 31, 2017. 

 

City Manager John Salomone 

 



 
 
JOSHUA A. POTHIER, C.P.A.   100 Broadway Room 105 
COMPTROLLER   Norwich, CT  06360-4431 
Phone: (860) 823-3720  www.norwichct.org/finance  
Fax: (860) 823-3812  jpothier@cityofnorwich.org  

 

 

January 10, 2017 

To: Mayor Deberey Hinchey and Members of the Norwich City Council 

Explanation	of	Resolution	Authorizing	the	
Issuance	and	Sale	of	up	to	$3,500,000	for	
the	Costs	Associated	with	City	of	Norwich	
General	Obligation	Refunding	Bonds	

This proposed resolution would enable the Finance Department to refund certain bonds issued in 2009 any 

time before December 31, 2017 if it is advantageous to do so.  Refunding bonds is very similar to an individual 

refinancing his/her mortgage. 

This refunding would be an advanced refunding, which means that the money from the new bonds would be 

placed into an escrow account and invested.  The funds from that escrow account would be used to pay for 

installments of the 2009 bond issue. 

Our goal with this refunding would be to save the City money on future debt service payments. The market 

conditions are currently favorable to this refunding, but the City will continue to evaluate whether a refunding 

is feasible.  We need the Council’s approval of this resolution to initiate a refunding. 

We intend to do a bond issue in March 2017 and, if market conditions remain favorable, it would be most 

efficient for us to include this proposed refunding as part of that bond issue. 

For more information about refundings, please see the Government Finance Officers Association Best Practice 

Article “Analyzing and Issuing Refunding Bonds” (http://gfoa.org/analyzing-and-issuing-refunding-bonds).  
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